Viking Weapons 


On the battlefield, the Vikings employed a great number of battle strategies, 
war games, and most importantly, weapons. From swords to shields to spears, they 
utilised a wide arsenal of deadly equipment and ornate armour. The most common 
of these was the humble spear. 


While spears were the most common weapons on the battlefield, given to entry- 
level warriors, they were by no means a weak tool. While they were light, unable 
to pierce even light armour, they gave their wielder great reach, allowing them 
to pick off unarmoured foes from outside of their reach. The more skilled warriors 
would even be able to throw them with great accuracy. Their light weight also 
makes them cheaper and easier to create, and they are even buildable in the field 
with minimal effort, though scavenging weapons off fallen foes is usually a more 
viable option. And while the spear can reach faraway foes, the battle-axe trades 
range for sheer killing potential. 


Though small, the battle axe is a ferocious one-handed weapon. Often with a 
curved blade, the battle axe could be swung quickly and with a lot of weight 
behind it, able to carve through light armour and hack apart the flesh underneath. 
It was often wielded by the more seasoned warriors, and those that preferred 
weapon power over personal safety, as it was small and close range and often 
dual-wielded. This means that warriors often, when wielding the battle axe, were 
unable to rely on the protection of shields. 


The humble shield has been near-perfected by Viking forges. The standard Viking 
design has a round or oval shape, with banded iron curving down the sides and 
around the rim, and a round half-sphere of iron in the centre. The iron bulge in 
the centre protects the wielder’s hand where it holds the shield, as well as 
providing quite the blow when needed; the rim’s banded iron also provides this 
bonus. The rest of the shield is comprised of wood, which is often painted to 
the colours or banner of the warrior’s home village or clan. But a shield is 
rarely seen in battle without a complementary sword. 


The swords are th lite weapons of the Viking’s arsenal. Whil they requir 

considerable time and resources to create, they are, without a doubt, the most 
powerful weapon that the Vikings employed. With hefty weight behind them anda 
longer reach than the battle axe, the swords were only wielded by veteran warriors 
and those who had proved themselves in battle time and time again. Usually wielded 
with a shield for added protection, some warriors opted to wield swords with two 
hands in order to deliver extremely powerful blows that could punch through even 
heavy armour and knock a man off his horse. Swords of the Vikings often had 
engravements, and even precious gemstones embedded in the weapon’s hilt. Swords 
were often given names by their wielders and were buried with them upon being 
laid to rest. However, though the sword is the greatest of Viking weapons, it is 
by no means the last. On some occasions, the Oarsmen were called into battle. 


It must have been a sight to behold, a horde of enraged Viking sailors charging 
forth, armed with nothing but the oars they use to row their mighty ships. These 
three-meter-long polearms were not as powerful as the sword, nor could they be 
thrown like a spear, but that is not to say that a strike from one of the oarsmen 
would not leave a painful mark on the skin for days following an attack... should 
you be so lucky as to survive the Oarsmen’s wrath. 


Yes, the Vikings employed a vast array of weapons on the field, from the mighty 
sword to the humble oar. Their legacy still leaves a mark on us today, and without 
their weapons, they would no doubt not be the feared dynasty that they have 
become known as today. 


